
Lifetime Achievement Award 
To recognize an individual with many years of service who has had a major impact on the affordable housing sector 

in Canada. 

 

Don McBain 
Former Executive Director, Ontario Aboriginal Housing Services (posthumously) 

 

 

It has been said that Don McBain was a true visionary and champion of housing, particularly for 

the Aboriginal population that he so tirelessly worked to represent. In 1994, Don worked with 

Sylvia Maracle to found the Ontario Aboriginal Housing Support Services Corporation (OAHS) to 

transfer control of Indigenous Housing from the province of Ontario to Indigenous people. Don 

went on to lead OAHS for over 20 years. 

 

One career milestone was when in 2009, OAHS was placed in charge of $60 million in Federal 

Aboriginal Housing Trust monies to administer Indigenous housing programs across the province 

outside of the Greater Toronto Area. 

 

With over 2000 units and 50 employees, OAHS is the largest off reserve Indigenous housing 

provider in Canada. This is certainly Don’s legacy. 

 

Don gave back to the housing sector as well. He was a founding member of the Chartered 

Institute of Housing Canada, he served on the Ontario Non-Profit Housing Association’s Urban 

Aboriginal Housing Advisory Committee, and CHRA’s Indigenous Caucus Working Group. Don has 

shared his knowledge and experience with countless Indigenous housing providers across 

Canada, as well as provincial and municipal governments. Among his many accomplishments in 

this regard was the development of the First Nation, Inuit, Métis Urban and Rural Housing 

Program guidelines and criteria that recognizes the unique circumstances of Aboriginal People in 

Ontario.  

 

Marc Maracle, Executive Director of Ottawa’s Gignul Non-Profit Housing Corporation, has 

described Don as follows: “He knew how to build a team, he knew how to motivate a team, and 

he certainly knew how to lead a team.” 

 

Sadly, Don passed away in 2017, and therefore this award is presented posthumously. Although 

Don is no longer with us, his spirit and legacy will remain with us forever.  

 

 

 

(Taken from the CHRA 50th National Congress on Housing and Homelessness Program - Ottawa, 

April 24-26, 2018). 


